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AUTO RECONVERSION director. 
eapoury P. Nelson, director of WPB’s 
aircraft division, was named Thursday 
to direct the automotive industry’s pre- 
inary reconversion steps for WPB. 
-aeelson has been with International Har- 
vester Co. since 1925 and was manager 
of production and schedules in the 
der and Distribution department 
or to being loaned to WPB in 1941. 


x * * 


beded: A Miracle 


Programs for the relief of passen- 
= car transportation have so 
“bogged down” that it will take a 
iracle to prevent millions of ve- 
les from going off the road by 
mid-year, according to American 
»Asitomobile Assn. 

he AAA statement pointed to 
government reports and independ- 
=—™ nationwide surveys which dis- 
CTfose that “passenger car transpor- 
tation has reached a state of alarm- 
=—@: depletion,” and added that to 
await until after V-E Day to ex- 
pand and speed up relief programs 
-™to “invite disaster” to the na- 
tion’s business and daily life, with 
ereat injury to the entire war effort. 

* * “ 


No Argument 
-$in most accidents there’s some 
dispute over who had the right of 
-my. When the brakes failed on his 
"ffteen-ton truck on a steep hill in 
Belgium, nobody gave Pvt. Hyman 
sagrschenbaum, Brooklyn, an argu- 
ment. In the wild ride he missed 
e truck, a group of men and a 
anal and finally wound up in the 
kitchen of a house next to the crib 
a sleeping baby. The baby was 
unharmed. 


a 


* * ca 

More Light? 

ook for a development shedding 
earther light on the auto reconver- 
sion picture next Thursday. 
yt a press conference Wednes- 
day, GM’s C. E. Wilson hinted at 
t development but declined to 
tmcidate beyond saying that it 
would deal more with war work 
in civilian plans. However, one 
hangs on the other. 


*« * * 


risis Continues 
MC Chairman Paul V. McNutt, 
cfrough his inter-agency commit- 
tee, has granted 10,000 workers un- 
30 additional deferments. How- 
ever, these men will be absorbed by 

e‘gcraft production. 
“And still there’s no action seen 
to relieve the crisis for automotive 

intenance men. 


f Sparks | WP 
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Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 

that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 

| than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
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B Acts to Coordinate Reconversion 


Nelson Named Director to Unify Preliminary Steps in Entire Industry; 


All Makers to Get Equal Chance to Reconvert; Krug Says 
No ‘Go-Sign’ Will be Given Till After V-E Day 


Definite progress on preparing the auto 
industry for new-car production was 
made Thursday at a meeting of auto 
industry leaders with top officials of 
WPB, WMC, Office of War Mobilization 
and Reconversion and the War and Navy departments. 
Industry leaders said that they were greatly encouraged 
by the forthright manner with which WPB Chief J. A. 
Krug tackled the problems and the action taken to coordi- 
nate preliminary steps through the appointment of Henry 
P. Nelson, director of WPB’s Aircraft division, to head a 
staff of WPB experts which will work with the industry 
in Detroit. 

Krug denied emphatically a locally-published story that 
the industry had been authorized to build 250,000 cars in 
the fourth quarter of 1945. No authorization has been given 
for new-car production, he said, nor will the go-sign be 
given until after Germany collapses. He declined to specu- 


late on when new cars might be expected. 
* * * 


Industry Leaders 
Encouraged by 
Progress Made 


The problems of suppliers, as well as 
the auto makers themselves, were taken 
up at the meeting. It was also agreed 
that all companies would be given 
“equality of opportunity” to reconvert, 
in that they will be governed by the same government con- 
ditions, policies and rules. George Romney, managing direc- 
tor of the Automotive Council for War Production, pointed 
out that this was all the auto makers had asked in the 
matter of an equal start. If one company is able to solve 
its problems faster than others, that will be to its benefit, 
he declared. 

As for materials, Krug said that the military had given 
this preliminary schedule of cumulative-percentage cut- 
backs after V-E Day, based on the present quarter: First 
quarter, 12 percent; second quarter, 20 percent; third quar- 
ter, 30 percent, and fourth quarter, 35 percent. These fig- 
ures, he said, were subject to revision and probably will be 
increased later. 


All Firms Get 
Equal Chance 
On Reconversion 


* * * 


Krug said that WPB has industry’s fig- 
ures on the machine tools that will be 
needed for reconversion, based on 2,- 
000,000 cars a year, and that WPB ex- 
perts would make every effort to see 
that those tools which require a long time to make would 
be worked into the production schedule so that they would 
be ready at the proper time. He also asserted that steps 
would be taken by WPB to help the auto industry procure 
idle machine tools owned by the government. While nego- 
tiations for these will have to be made through DPC, the 
surplus property office or the procurement agencies, WPB 
experts may help through surveying the needs and locating 
the tools. 

It was pointed out, however, that machine-tool builders 
are now working at capacity on war needs. However, it was 
pointed out that tools which require an especially long time 
to build might be worked in ahead of some war orders 
that were not critical. Civilian orders of other countries 


Machine Tool 
Needs Based on 
2 Million Cars 


News in Brief 


military-minded men would dom- 


Reconversion Push? : ou 
inate reconversion policies. 


WASHINGTON.—Appointment 
of Fred M. Vinson, popular loan 
czar, to succced James F. Byrnes 
as war mobilizer is expected to 
provide the stimulus for speedy 
reconversion planning. Byrnes’ 
resignation, coupled with the 
earlier removal of tough Maj. 
Gen. Lucius Clay as his deputy, 
‘has allayed business fears that 


Truck Output Drops 

WASHINGTON.—WPB iisted 
last week the production of 
trucks and tractors for the first 
two months of the year. For 
January, 14,132 civilian units, 
51,732 military, a total of 65,864. 
For February, 14,091 civilian 
units, 50,478 military, totaling 
64,569 units. 


OPA Postpones Decision 
On Dealer Discounts 


WASHINGTON.—Whatever may happen in the future to the 
present margin of profit between auto car dealers’ costs and retail 
ceiling prices, no final decision in the matter will be made by OPA 
until the trade has had adequate opportunity to state its position 
fully and thoroughly and produce any further evidence it may have 
to advance in its own behalf. 

That was the assurance given the Retail Motor Vehicle Dealers 
Industry Advisory committee by Deputy Price Administrator James 
Brownlee at a special meeting Wednesday. 

The meeting was held at the request of President William Mallon 
of NADA, who previously had asked OPA Administrator Chester 
Bowles to clarify, if possible at the moment, the position of the auto- 
motive business under the postwar profit absorption plan he had 
outlined to the Senate Banking and Currency committee. 

While, as reported in Automotive News, OPA has not definitely 
stated an intention to trim auto trade discounts, neither has there 
been any clear indication that car dealer profits are not to be 
molested. 

And that is exactly what the dealers wanted to know. But they 
did not learn definitely at last week’s meeting whether they are “in 
or out.” 

However, Brownlee’s assurance apparently heartened them and 
they seem to feel certain that they can make a case for themselves 
and not be scooped into the Bowles profit absorption plan along 
with retail enterprises that have enjoyed big business during the 
past few years. 

During the conference with Brownlee, the dealers asked to have 
the present discounts retained through the period when new cars 
are coming out. They pointed out that their rents have risen from 
100 to 300 percent since 1941 and that when new cars are in the 
offing, their income from repair and maintenance of old cars would 
drop not less than 50 percent. Owners would quit bothering with 
decrepit vehicles, they said. 

OPA was also reminded that former dealer profits on financing 
would suffer a sharp decrease in the early postwar period because 
most buyers would have the cash to pay for their new cars. 

The question of insurance commissions arose, but the belief 
seemed to be general that the matter of car insurance would not 
be affected one way or another. ° 


A request also was made to halt further the scheduled 4 percent 
reduction in used-car ceiling prices, which early in the year was 
postponed until July 1. 


At the outset of the conference, Brownlee reviewed the presenta- 
tions he and Bowles had made before the banking committee and 
explained the underlying idea of the profits absorption plan. 

In addition to Brownlee, OPA was represented by acting Price 
Executive Walter Shoemaker, Legal Counsel James Foley, and Jo 
Roberts, Don Smith and D. C. Barnhart, of the machinery price 
branch. 


The advisory committee included Chairman Dave Castles, Paul 
Freed, J. M. Cruise, Frank B. Gregg, J. P. Enright, R. W. Bibble, 
D. D. Howard, E. H. Baker, Arthur W. Pickett, Irving Walls, Tom 
F. Daly, William D. Reagan, Les Vogel and L. M. Jacob. 


Malion was present as a guest of OPA. 


will take a back seat to the United States, it was empha- 
sized. Krug said that WPB experts had been studying the 
problem of scheduling the industry’s machine-tool needs, 
and that he was encouraged by the results. 

*& * Pa 


Romney revealed that the industry had 

Meetings Held held meetings earlier in the week with 

On Readjustment the heads of the readjustment depart- 
Of War Orders ments of the military and had received 
indications that some steps may be 
taken toward proper distribution of war orders after V-E 
Day. These steps are necessary in order to give the various 
companies a fair chance to clear part of their plants for 
new-car production when overall war orders decline after 
V-E Day. Krug said that shortly after V-E Day the indus- 
try can expect an OK on delivery of components on un- 
rated orders. 

While WPB is not in a position to supply the answer to 
all of the industry’s problems, Krug pointed out that his 
staff would do all it could to secure aid on solution from 
other agencies, including the military, WMC, DPC, ete. It 


(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 
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Ford Retailer Casts Decidi ng Vote . . . Coordinate Reconversion 


Neb. OR ’s Bill Licensing (Continued from Page 1) 


will be the job of Nelson, on leave from the International 
Factories, Dealers 


James to Join 2 
Ford As Head: 
Of Research Div. 


DEARBORN.—William S. Jamg J 
past-president of the Society GF a 
Automotive Engineers and chief i> 


Earlier Krug announced that the WPB 


Harvester Co., to recommend such steps. 
oo «* x 
LINCOLN, Neb. — The Nebraska 


dealer licensing bill (LB-157) passed 
the state legislature Thursday by a 
vote of 22 to 13, with eight legisla- 
tors not voting. 


This represented a bare majority. 
Sen. Brodahl, Ford dealer at Wa- 
hoo, cast the deciding vote. 

Important sections of the bill 
read: 

“Section 60-611. The administra- 
tor may, upon his own motion, and 
shall, upon a sworn complaint in 
writing of any person, investigate 
the actions of any such person li- 


CATA Organizes 
Legislative Unit 
Under Jack Levin 


CHICAGO.—Formation of a legis- 
lative committee composed of lead- 
ing dealers in this area was an- 
nounced last week by Paul B. 
Smithson (Packard), president of 
the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn. 

Heading the group is Jack Levin 
(Chevrolet). The other members 
are S. B. Herbison (Buick); M. J. 
Lanahan (Dodge-Plymouth); Ben 
T. Wright (Mercury-Lincoln), and 
Seymour M. Lewis, CATA attorney. 

Lanahan and Wright are former 
presidents of the association, and 
the latter is a regional vice-presi- 
dent of NADA. 

The committee is working in close 
co-operation with the Illinois Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. on state legis- 
lation. 


Graham Begins 
Organizing Field 


Distribution Setup 


DETROIT. — Joseph W. Frazer, 
chairman of Graham-Paige Motors 
Corp., announces that company 
representatives have started pre- 
liminary field trips as the first step 
in setting up the company’s nation- 
wide network of 3,500 distributors 
and dealers. 

Field representatives will discuss 
the awarding of both automobile 
and farm implement franchises. 
Where feasible, Frazer said, dis- 
tributors and dealers in rural areas 
will be permitted to handle both 
farm equipment and automobiles. 

Graham-Paige is planning to 
manufacture 350 to 400 automobiles 
a day as soon as government re- 
strictions are lifted and materials 
are available. 


P. H. MacGregor 


Leaves Pontiac 


DETROIT. — Resignation of P. 
H. MacGregor, executive assistant 
to the general manager, severed a 
forty-two year connection with the 
automobile industry, H. J. Klingler, 
general manager of Pontiac Motor 
division and vice-president of Gen- 
eral Motors Corp., announced last 
week. 

MacGregor was first employed 
by General Motors in 1904. He 
came to Pontiac in 1922, and except 
for a brief period with another 
division of the corporation, he has 
been with Pontiac ever since. 
Leaving the automobile industry, 
he now returns to his farm near 
Lapeer, Mich. 


Car Lessors’ Deadline 


Extended to May 15 


WASHINGTON. — Deadline for 
the filing of reports by lessors of 
passenger cars and taxicabs, and 
of trucks, buses, tractors, trailers, 
semi-trailers or any combination of 
these vehicles leased on a short- 
term basis, has been extended to 
May 15, OPA announced last week. 

The reports should be filed with 
OPA’s Transportation and Public 
Utilities division, Washington 25, 
a: ¢ 

Want to buy or sell new or used cars? 


Classified Want Ads (see inside back cover) 
will solve your problem. 


censed as a motor vehicle dealer, 
used motor vehicle dealer, motor 
vehicle salesman, manufacturer, 
distributor, factory representative 
or distributor representatives and 
shall have power to deny any 
license or revoke or suspend any 
license issued under this act upon 
proof of unfitness on the part of 
the applicant or licensee, and at 
any time when the applicant or li- 
censee has been found guilty of 


“(1) intentionally publishing ad- 
vertising which is misleading or in- 
accurate in any material particular 
or in any way misrepresents any of 
the products or services of the 
business conducted; 


“(2) Knowingly purchasing, sell- 
ing or dealing in stolen motor ve- 
hicles; 


“(3) material misstatement 
application for license; 

“(4) willfully defrauding any re- 
tail buyer, to the buyer’s damage, 
or any other person in the conduct 
of the licensee’s business; 

“(5) willfully failing to perform 
any written agreement with any re- 
tail buyer; 

“(6) having made a fraudulent 
sale, transaction or repossession; 


“(7) failure or refusal to furnish 
and keep in force any bond re- 
quired; 

“(8) being a manufacturer of mo- 
tor vehicles, factory branch, dis- 
tributor, field representative, officer, 
agent, or any representative what- 
soever of such motor vehicle man- 
ufacturer or factory branch, who 
has induced or coerced or at- 
tempted to induce or coerce any 
automobile dealer to accept deliv- 
ery of any motor vehicle or ve- 
hicles, parts or accessories therefor, 
or any other commodities which 
shall not have been ordered by said 
dealer; 


“(9) being a manufacturer of mo- 
tor vehicles, factory branch, dis- 
tributor, field representative, officer, 
agent, or any representative what- 
soever of such vehicle manufac- 
turer or factory branch, who has 
attempted to induce or coerce, or 
has induced or coerced, any auto- 
mobile dealer to enter into any 
agreement with such manufacturer, 
factory branch or representative 
thereof, or to do any other act un- 
fair to said dealer, by threatening 
to cancel any franchise existing be- 
tween such manufacturer, factory 
branch, or representative thereof 
and said dealer, or 

“(10) being a manufacturer, fac- 
tory branch, distributor, field rep- 
resentative, officer, agent, or any 
representative whatscever of such 
motor vehicle manufacturer or fac- 
tory branch, who has_ unfairly, 
without due regard-to the equities 
of said dealer and without just 


in 


| provocation, cancelled the franchise 


of any motor vehicle dealer.” 

“Section 11. Applications for a 
motor vehicle dealer’s license or for 
a used motor vehicle dealer’s li- 
cense shall, at the time of making 
application, furnish a _ corporate 
surety bond in the penal sum of 
$2,500 on a form to be prescribed 
by the Attorney General of the 
State of Nebraska. The bond shall 
provide (1) that the applicant will 
faithfully perform all the terms 
and conditions of said license, (2) 
that the licensed dealers will fully 
indemnify any person by reason of 
any loss suffered because of (a) 
the substitution of any motor ve- 
hicle other than the one selected by 
the purchaser, (b) the dealer’s fail- 
ure to deliver to the purchaser a 
clear and marketable title, (c) the 
dealer’s misappropriation of any 
funds belonging to the purchaser, 
(d) any alteration on the part of 
the dealer so as to deceive the pur- 
chaser as to the year, model of any 
vehicle and (e) any false and 
fraudulent representations or de- 
ceitful practices whatever in rep- 
resenting any motor vehicle, and 
(3) that the automobile dealer shall 
well, truly and faithfully comply 
with all the provisions of his li- 
cense and the acts of the legisla- 
ture relating thereto. The aggregate 
liability of the surety, however, 
shall in no event exceed the penalty 
of said bond.” 


12-Point Program reconversion program will be imple- 

For Reconversion mented by the following procedures 

Set by WPB which will be perfected and put into 

effect at various times after V-E Day, 

their timing depending upon the actual programs of mili- 
tary cutbacks: 

1. Cutbacks will be handled, wherever practicable, in 
such a way as to distribute equitably the production lead 
throughout the nation. 

2. Positive assistance through controlled material allot- 
ments and preference ratings for new or additional produc- 
tion of a very limited number of civilian products now in 
such short supply as to endanger the war-supporting 
economy. 

3. Measures to facilitate rapid reconversion through pos- 
itive assistance for tools, equipment, construction and long 
lead-time materials and components needed to begin large- 
scale production promptly when further cutbacks occur. 

4. Suspension of most of the so-called “rating floors” 
which now prohibit the acceptance or delivery of materials, 
components and equipment on unrated orders. There may 
be some exceptions in the case of scarce commodities and 
components. 

5. “Open-ending’”” CMP (the controlled materials plan), 
by permitting the delivery and acceptance of controlled ma- 
terials (steel, copper or aluminum) without allotments, 
subject to preference at mills and warehouses for all orders 
covered by allotments. 

6. Relaxation or suspension as quickly as practicable of 
a substantial number of WPB’s L and M orders which now 
prohibit or restrict production and distribution. WPB will 
continue to limit the production of some goods requiring 
materials still in scarce supply. 

7. Revocation of most of the conservation orders specify- 
ing the kind of materials to be used in making certain 
products. 

8. Some relaxation in the construction order L-41 to 
permit the most urgently needed civilian construction. 

9. Take steps to insure that, where production is author- 
ized on a restrictive basis, small business and new pro- 
ducers are given full opportunity to participate. 

10. Introduction of a simplified priority system to re- 
place CMP and other priorities at the earliest possible date. 

11. Procedure for authorizing construction or produc- 
tion in certain local areas, as exceptions to nationwide 
limitation. orders, to permit utilization of labor and re- 
sources which cannot practicably be used for war produc- 
tion or civilian manufacture not under limitation orders. 

12. WPB will continue specialized controls over all ma- 
terials continuing in tight supply such as tin, crude rubber, 
textiles, lumber and certain chemicals, to assure meeting 
all essential war and civilian needs. 

* * 

At a press conference earlier in the 
Firms Now Know week, C. E. Wilson, president of GM, 
What They asserted that most auto companies now 
Will Build know what they are going to build, as a 
result of the government’s OK of ex- 
perimental work last fall. GM divisions, he said, are about 
even in their ability to reconvert. A limiting factor will be 
bodies, and all divisions, he said, would probably be limited 
to one model each when the go sign comes. No one division 
would get preference, he said, because that would be unfair 

to dealers as well as employes of the other divisions. 

GM’s plans are, he asserted, first to make improvements 
where difficulties have shown up in long-term usage; sec- 
ond, to bring up-to-date materials specifications, and third, 
to please the dealers and sales departments, to have the 
cars look a little different. 

Romney reviewed progress to date in this manner: PRE- 
DETERMINATION—The military services halted this at 
the time of the German bulge last winter, and no progress 
has been made. EXPERIMENTAL—Good progress made. 
MACHINE TOOLS—Poor progress; impossible to obtain 
very many new tools or buy idle government tools. In this 
respect, WPB could help the industry with priorities for 
new tools, but the industry would have to deal with other 
governmental agencies to obtain idle government tools. 
FIXTURES, DIES, JIGS—Some progress. (Outside 
sources report that several shops are at’ work on new fen- 
der dies, etc., for auto companies not named.) RECON- 
STRUCTION OF PLANTS—Not much progress. 

* * * 


Believed to be the first light units built 
in the industry since February, 1942, 
First Light pickup trucks started rolling off Dodge 
Truck Since °42 assembly lines last week, as work began 
on the WPB allocation for necessary 
vehicles for the first half of 1945. The WPB allocation to 
keep war work and food moving on the home front was for 
40,000 light commercial trucks in 1945, and Dodge was 
chosen to supply a large percentage of them. Buyers of the 
new trucks will have to obtain necessary priorities. 


Dodge Produces 


engineer at Studebaker since 199 
has been named director of auté roa 
motive research for the Fore 

Motor Co., it was announced 


week by Henry Ford II, executive” | 


vice-president. 
The Automotive Research divisi¢ 


will function as part of the SJ 


Automotive Engineering depa 
ment, under R. H. McCarroll, 
ecutive engineer. ~ J 

In 1924, after six months’ . 
sociation with the Hupp Motor Ce Pe 
of Detroit, James was employ¢ a 
by the Tidewater - Associated Gam 
Co. of California as assistant tecH+ 
nologist. He joined Studebaker 
1926. 


James is a member of the boas’ = 


of directors of the Coordinat 
Research Council, Inc., a membé 
of the Power Plants committee — 
the National Advisory Commit 
for Aeronautics, a Fellew of he 
American Physical Society, anda 
member of the Society of -AUg 
motive Engineers, Americ 
Society for Testing Mate a 
American Society of Mechanié , 
Engineers, and the Cosmos Clu . 2 
Washington, D. C. - 


Dealers Warned 
On *42 New Cars 


WASHINGTON. — OPA fepot 
that its current inventory check 
1942 cars has brought to light 
eral instances where suppose¢ 
new cars were used illegally. De 
ers were warned that no new"¢ % 
may be driven except for the p i 
pose of demonstrating the car f 
sale to a certificate holder, ufil 
the car has been privately licen 
or a clearance statement, : 
Form R-214, has been obtained. 

Dealers can meet the necessa 
requirements of OPA only in the 
states which do not require deal- 
ers to obtain certificates of title 
all cars they hold for sale. Te. 
dealer must establish that in reg-. ~ 
istering the title to the car in 1@ 
own name he is treating that c: 
differently than all other cag 
which he intended to sell. - 


Dealer Charged 
On Sale Refusal 


NEW YORK.—In the first move 
of its kind in this area, OF 
brought action in Federal Cow 
last. week against Lester J. Rich, 
automobile dealer, alleged to ha 
refused six times in the last fo 
months to honor rationing certifi- 
cates entitling war-essential motd 
ists to buy new 1942 model cars. 

Judge Grover M. Moscowif 
signed a temporary order restra 
ing Rich from violating rationing 
regulations and set April 4 
hearing on an injunction asked BY 
OPA. 


ODT Aide, Accused 


Of Truck Gas Fraud 

NEW YORK.— Accused of ap- 
proving gasoline allowances 
trucking companies at the rate of 
10 cents a gallon, Joseph N. Rog 
ODT examiner, was held here &% 
$5,000 bail. 

Payments were made throu 
“consultants” who promised truck- 
ers they would get ODT approvy 
for extra gasoline, it was charg® 
by Federal Attorney John Mc- 
Gohey. 


April New Car Quota 


Cut 25% Below March 


WASHINGTON.—This month’ 
quota of new 1942 automobiles 
available to eligible purchase 
is set at 1,500, 25 percent below 
the March quota of 2,000, OPA 
announced last week. 

The cut follows a_ recently 
completed survey showing 
there are only 5,000 new 194 
cars left in inventories for civil- 
ian sales. 
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HELP W. ED en : 
ANTED rien Shier em os EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


6 gy rN S tS ' rE 7 3 » VY rN NN A D i) 2 1% A 4 i M Z N as USED 1941 INDIAN MOTORCYCLE DIs- 
; @ | a AR—Hydraulic hoist, Kerrick 
sives, saturated felts desirable. Must be an a & ae oe ae 


capable of supervising group of Automo- poration, 602 S. Michigan, Sout! 

tive Products Chemists. Company has ex- | Reaching an estimated 50,000 readers engaged in all branches of the automotive industry from Maine to California. Low Rates: 11, Indiana — oe ere 
cellent postwar ‘future. Wonderful oppor- parte 1941 INDIAN 3 WHEEL 

tunities for right man. Location—Metro- TEN CENTS (10c) PER WORD for one insertion or 25¢ per word for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. Count initials and groups of 1941 INDIAN 3 WHEELER MOTOR- 
politan New York Area. Send complete CYCLE—Good shape, excellent tires, low 
resume including draft status to Box 897, mileage. Progressive Motor Sales, 3417 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 26. care of Automotive News, Detroit 26, Mich.’ add one Dollar ($1) per insertion for this address and extra service as replies are Reading Road, Cincinnati 29, Ohio. 


ORIDA LINCOLN-MERCURY DEALER , ; ) ) 
needs two Ford trained mechanics. Well sala tate atta cate og Prec ope is > Leta alee 3, goatee ps vane oy . oe Gas 
nt machine, a real money 


equipped shop enjoying nife volume, with 
excellent future. Write E. A. Stebbins, WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, PENOBSCOT BUILDING, DETROIT 26, MICH. maker at a bargain price. Bannock Mo- 
Central Florida Motors, Company, 100 tor Co.. Pocatello, Idaho. 


W. Jefferson Street, Orlando, Florida. FOR SALE—One passenger car elevator— 
SERVICE SALESMAN with capabilities Sie ae teen | pees A.C. S20 Vout, 
7% H.P. Motor. O. A. Birr Motors, Inc 


oF ia sosune service’ meager et expanding NEW CARS FOR SALE 3 , es Direct Dade Piymouih, Dealer. (833 'N, 
yor eal =o oe in ia we hy ye Sound Pealscer Win 16 Meridian St., Indianapolis. Indiana. 
Seaboard city. ur organization knows | FOR SALE—Approximately 100 new cars. 1 
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parts experience for permanent job in plenishing our stock we must limit our et eee ' a PONTI 1940—Front, pair 
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needs 2 Metal Men and one motor tune- Equipment Co., 1224 No. Main St., Prov- 


> P t job—excellent pay— 
Sect living conditions’ PACKARD MIAMI OHIO’S LARGEST idence, Rhode Island. MAnning 5852. 


» euctusive Packard dealer for D ] TWO BRAND NEW all steel Deluxe 60-78 |KNEE ACTION A 
- I r r =78 T RM h 
greater Miami area, 1700 Northeast Sec WHOLESALE oO d eaie passenger ‘‘Blue Bird’’ school buses,| 34- _ 34-38 kit with h gaskets, bi — 3.1 


ond Avenue, Miami, Florida. 
’ UT mounted on 1945 Ford 100 HP chassis, 
PUSITION WANTED A OMOBILE f.o.b. Jacksonville, Florida. These are of BEARINGS 4 45% | OFF, new w Fafnir, 


MFACTORY REPRESENTATIVE, 19 years’ DEALERS Will purchase any amount jeted, _Timken, Hyatt, New Departure. 


ful selli N England Auto- struction for safety—first, 
aaave iether, Distiaern ant Ope new Ford trucks at New ways. They are sturdy, roomy, well ven- RADIO AERIALS—Side mount, 
York City retail, less 5%. tilated and with snug fitting windows » 3 section, shielded antenna, 


cialized Service Stations, is interested in M fi M 
new lines. Automotive Parts, Tools or ay ower otor Ss, and doors, with economy, deluxe beauty, Prewar quality 


ies. B 0, Automotive In uiri fr m D luxurious comfort, long life and low up- 
a q os ° ealers keep. These bodies do not meet competi- | FORD HEADS—60 Hp. Aluminum 


News, Detroit 26. I * . . ® . 
SpaRIESCHN GENERAL MOTORS ne. within radius of 500 miles tion, they exceed competition. meeting oun Hp. a — a 
301 all of Florida’s rigid State qualifications. ssenger an ruc 32-42— 
PARTS MANAGER and supervisor = 3 2 W from New York solicited. These are our total available body quota. Prices on Request 
sires permanent connection. se ee s 8 a Market St. Write or telephone, Donald Neese, 1917 
monthly order pad and perpetua a Biscayne Boulevard, Miami 36, Florida, | TRANSMISSION-GEARS-CLUTCHES 
tory. Capable to manage entire parts de- AKRON, OHIO oid Telephone 9-2757. Genuine Perfection—Reg. Trade Disc. 
partment. a 911, c/o Automotive — All Prices F.O.B. Cincinnati, O. 
News, Detroit 26 “PARTS WANTED Reference—Dun & Bradstreet, 
a cnet <a eeiacidaeiamctemecnnaemennaeniis 
XPERIENCED AUTOMOTIVE MAN with . —}§_ Peoples Bank. 
technical and business background, all Lasky Motor Car FRAME ASSEMBLY for 1940 Plymouth 


new or used. Write MOORE MoTOR| AUTO PARTS EXCHANGE 


around knowledge of organization. sell: | WHOLESALE I8 OUR BUSINESS. A 
. Auction : 
COMPANY, Morrist  - . 
Corporation ae acamee. 1118-20 Race St. 


ing, merchandising, servicing; specialty: sales 1:30 PM EWT eve 

2 : ry first and third wa oo 
a” poe rebuilding, dealer organ-| ‘Thursday. Can arrange truck shipment MIDDLE GRILLE 1939 CADILLAC 61, 
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financial interest. Experience includes ton, 180 inch W.B. cab and ene - 
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GM to Continue Fight 


On Foremen Union 


By Robert M. Finlay 
Managing Editor 

DETROIT. —In a letter to all 
General Motors foremen, C. E. 
Wilson, president, asserts that fore- 
men in GM plants who elect to be 
represented by a union will no 
longer be able to function as mem- 
bers of management. 


e 

Their authority and responsibility 
would have to be changed, he said. 
At a press conference here last 
week, he said that such foremen 
might become straw bosses or 
group leaders. 

However, he said, GM would 
attempt to run its business so 
that foremen will not want to 
join unions. 

Referring to the March 26 de- 
cision, in which NLRB reversed 
itself by holding that employers 
are required to recognize foremen’s 


WPB Increases 
War Contracts 
In Detroit Area 


DETROIT. — Reflecting pessi- 
mistic attitude of military agencies 
over production cutbacks if Ger- 
many collapses soon, Edward T. 
Gushee, chairman of the Detroit 
area production urgency commit- 
tee revealed last week that the 
committee had approved a total of 
$1,124,719,000 in war supply and 
facility contracts during the first 
quarter of 1945. 


This compares with a total of 
$2,783,883,710 in contracts approved 
by the committee during the entire 
year of 1944. In other words, in 
one quarter of this year the mili- 
tary agencies have placed slightly 
more than 44 percent in new prime 
war contracts in the Detroit area 
as they placed in all of 1944, Gushee 
said. 

“Much of this production is 
scheduled to start later in the 
year, and some of it extends into 
1946,” Gushee reported. “Regard- 
less of what happens in Europe in 
the next few days or weeks it is 
to be assumed that much of this 
production will be required for the 
Jap phase of the war.” 


Shirley Elected 


In Minneapolis 


MINNEAPOLIS. — Walter Shir- 
ley, of Holt Motor Co., has been 
elected president of the Minneapo- 
lis Automobile Dealers’ Assn. 


William Boyer, of Boyer and Gil- 
fillan Motor Co., was named vice 
president, and E. H. Warren, of 
Warren Cadillac Inc., treasurer. Di- 
rectors elected were Floyd Whit- 
aker, of W. R. Stephens Co., Ber- 
nard Lindahl, of Lindahl! Motor Co.. 
Joseph Sanders, of Lake Street 
Pontiac Co., and Elmer Bostium of 
Minneapolis, Inc. 


ODT Tax Fight 
Up to Biddle Again 


NORTH FARGO, N. D.—(UTPS) 
—The controversy over whether 
the federal government must pay 
the state taxes for trucking firms 
controlled by ODT has been re- 
turned for a second time to Attor- 
ney General Francis Biddle. This 
action was taken at a meeting held 
here last week of the attorney gen- 
erals from Iowa, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska and Min- 
nesota. 

ODT took over the operation of 
103 trucking firms last summer 
during a strike and has since re- 
fused to pay state taxes. 


Obituaries 


Harold S. Thornton 
MONTREAL.—-Harold Sydney 
president and owner of Perfection 
died March 30. 

* * * 


Wayne L. McCoy 
CLEVELAND.-—-Wavne L. McCoy, 
sales manager of the Ford Motor Co 
branch here, died of a heart attack in 
Columbus, O., March 30 


Thornton, 
72 Mo- 


tor Co., 


4s 


unions and bargain with them, 
Wilson said: 


“In General Motors, foremen have 
always been a responsible part of 
management and we have never 
considered or treated them as mere 
“traffic cops of industry.” 


Wilson said at the press confer- 
ence that GM would carry its oppo- 
sition to unionization of foremen 
to the courts, if that step became 
necessary. 


In his letter, he said that the 
consequences of union represen- 
tation of foremen would be de- 
creased efficiency, higher costs of 
production, higher selling prices 
and reduced employment oppor- 
tunity. 

“If plants are to operate efficient- 
ly and successfully,” he said, “there 
can be only one leadership. Any 
outside interference with a part of 
management by union leaders will 
importantly destroy the unity of 
purpose and cooperation which is 
so essential.” 

H. W. Anderson, vice-president of 
GM in charge of personnel, said 
that a vast majority of GM fore- 
men regard themselves as part of 
management. 

Anderson said that stories in 
newspapers that management is 
piling up ammunition to hurl at 
labor in the postwar period are un- 
true and doing great harm to 
chances for good labor - manage- 
ment relations. 

“Unions,” he said, “will outlive 
me and everyone now in manage- 
ment. We will have to get along 
with them, and we know it.” 


In discussing the proposed 
labor-management peace pact re- 
cently signed by Eric Johnston, 
president of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce; CIO 
President Philip Murray and AFL 
President William Green, Wilson 
indorsed three objections made 
by Harvey Campbell, executive 
vice-president of the Detroit 
Board of Commerce. 


Campbell’s points were: 


1. The code in its present form 
does not seem to put enough em- 
phasis upon the importance of pro- 
duction, upon the necessity for 
work. 

2. A section of the code as cur- 
rently stated is possibly susceptible 
to the interpretation that industry 
agrees to a freezing of present 
statutory law applicable to the 
labor situation. 


3. On an even broader basis, the 
code as stated might still be sub- 
ject to the criticism that it does 
not give sufficiently explicit recog- 
nition to the general public inter- 
est, and might be construed as an 
agreement between organized in- 
dustry and organized labor to pro- 
mote their own mutual special in- 
terests at the public expense. 

7 * + 


GM Contract 
Earlier in the week, WLB or- 
dered that the contract between 
GM and the UAW-CIO remain in 
effect until April 28, 1946. In the 
event there is a change in the na- 
tional stabilization policy, either 
party may reopen the wage issues 
in the contract at any time. 
* * * 
To Aid Vet 
At a meeting with the UAW last 
week, Chrysler Corp. proposed that 
a veteran who applies for work and 
qualifies from the point of skill and 
aptitude, be given immediately a 
seniority rating from his entrance 
into the armed service (after Pearl 
Harbor) and thus may displace a 
veteran or non-veteran worker with 
less seniority. 
7 7 
George Romney, managing direc- 
tor of the Automotive Council for 
War Production, wired Sen. James 
Mead last week urging the war in- 
vestigating committee to return to 
Detroit to complete its hearings on 
the manpower situation. 


> s 
2 New Firms Join CATA 
CHICAGO.--Hudson Sales Corp., the fac- 
tory regional office, and Ray Motors. Inc. 
(Hudson), both newly formed, have been 
added as members of the Chicago Automo- 
| bile Trade Assn. 


No Bottleneck Seen 


In Auto Upholstery 

DETROIT. — Upholstery mak- 
ers believe that, with a break in 
government restrictions, their 
product will not be a bottleneck 
in the production of new cars 
‘this year, as intimated last week 
by WPB Chairman Krug. 

Surveyed by Automotive News, 
the upholstery firms reported 
that they have completed a l¢t 
of preliminary work looking to 
the production of auto uphol- 
stery and believe they will be 
ready when new cars start to 
roll. They expect relaxation of 
government restrictions on cot- 
ton and worsted-spun wool yarns 
after V-E Day. Firms whose 
materials contain no textiles, see 
themselves in an enviable posi- 
tion when facilities are freed 
from war work. 


Delaware House 
OK’s $8, $12 Fees 


For Registrations 


WILMINGTON, Del. — A regis- 
tration fee of $8 would be fixed 
for passenger cars of gross load 
weight of 4,000 pounds or less and 
$12 for vehicles of gross load 
weight of more than 4,000 pounds 
under a bill passed with two amend- 


ments by the Delaware House of | 


Representatives. 


The measure also provides for 
quarterly registration, in addition 
to the present annual and semi- 
annual registration plan; provides 
for refunds on registration fees 
paid for an additional period but 
not used for any part of that period, 
which will benefit motorists selling 
their cars out of the state or mov- 
ing from the state. 

It also provides for retention of 
a sum from revenue collected to 
nrovide at all times a contingent 
fund of $1,000 out of which to pay 
any refunds, and provides that 
trucks and trailers of excessive 
weight or size be registered at the 
maximum fee provided for trucks 
and trailers carrying a maximum 
load, and provides that fees for 
special permits issued to such 
trucks for separate trips be at the 
rate of $1 plus two cents a ton a 
mile on the tonnage by which the 
total load, including vehicle, ex- 
ceeds 40,000 pounds. 

The proposed act would become 
effective July 1. 


WPB Maps Plan 
To Up Production 
Of Carbon Black 


WASHINGTON. — WPBE an- 
nounced last week 13 additional 
steps, besides assigning AA-1 
priority assistance, to increase the 
production of carbon black, short- 
age of which is seriously affecting 
tire production. 

The program has been facilitated 
through the inter-agency carbon 
black committee headed by Michael 
J. Deutch. 

Measures taken include obtain- 
ing additional supplies of naphtha 
and gasoline residue, propane gas, 
new sources for gas to make car- 
bon black, top labor priority, cut- 
back on export, developing of 
sources in France, Middle East, 
California, Canada, and_ several 
steps to make enriched gas avail- 
able to the industry. 

New pricing provisions allowing 
producers higher ceilings for all 
rubber grades of carbon black 
made under emergency high-cost 
conditions and sold to Defense Sup- 
plies Corp., a government agency, 
were announced by OPA Thursday. 


Clark Resigns 


As Rubber Chief 


WASHINGTON. — J. A. Krug, 
chairman of the WPB, announced 
last week the resignation of James 
F. Clark, director of the Rubber 
Bureau. 

Krug said that Clark had ac- 
cepted the position with an agree- 
ment to serve only three months 
but because of the aggressiveness 
of the war he has continued in his 
post for an additional two months. 
Clark has been succeeded by John 


|L. Collyer, president of Goodrich. 


Ford Civilian 
Truck Output 
Up to Schedule 


DETROIT.—Ford Motor Co. has 
announced that production of 1945 
Ford civilian trucks and commer- 
cial cars is up to schedule based 
upon allocations recently estab- 
lished by WPB. 

Two wheelbase sizes are being 
produced, a 134-inch and a 158-inch 
wheelbase chassis with cab. WPB 
has also authorized Ford to manu- 
facture a limited number of 114- 
inch wheelbase pickup trucks. 

Catalogs illustrating and describ- 
ing the 1945 truck line are being 
released by Ford and these will be 
in dealers’ hands in the near fu- 
ture, it is reported. 


WPB Approves 
9,733 Buses on °46 
Transit Schedule 


DETROIT.—A program for the 
manufacture of transit vehicles in 
1946 was announced last week by 
the transportation equipment di- 
vision of WPB. 


The program provided approved 
1946 production schedules for street 
cars, trolley coaches, integral buses, 
and bus bodies for the following 
claimant agencies: 


ODT, Army, Navy, Foreign Eco- 
nomic Administration, and Canada. 
In addition, it sets an approved 
“program goal,” which provides for 
scheduling additional quantities of 
transit vehicles for the claimant 
agencies if more materials and 
manpower become available for the 
1946 program. The schedule for 1946 
includes 300 street cars, 348 trolley 
coaches, 9,733 integral buses, 12,052 
bus bodies. 


Packard's Future 


Report Gives Company’s 
Postwar Plans 


DETROIT.—Plans for a _ broad- 
ened future of aircraft, marine and 
industrial engine applications, as 
well as an expanded postwar auto- 
motive goal of 200,000 ears annual- 
ly, have been outlined by Packard 
Motor Car Co. in its 1944 annual re- 
port to stockholders. 


The report this year was stream- 
lined, with illustrations and charts 
to make the pamphlet easier to 
read. A new building is pictured 
which is expected to hasten con- 
version to car production by free- 
ing space in the main plant. 


Factory employment is listed at 
33,085 at present, while a postwar 
estimate is given at 28,000. In the 
prewar peak the company em- 
ployed 12,000 when production was 
confined exclusively to motor cars. 


Treasury Adopts 


Spot Sales Plan 


WASHINGTON.—The Treasury’s 
Office of Surplus Property last 
week announced a new nationwide 
synchronized spot sales program 
for the disposal of surplus con- 
struction and farm machinery. The 
plan is said to be the result of 
many months of research into sur- 
plus sales experiences after the last 
war and into experience to date 
under present-day conditions. 


Spot sales are so designated be- 
cause the merchandise is disposed 
of where located. Ample opportun- 
ity for preliminary inspection of 
the equipment is afforded. There- 
after, a numbered list of equipment 
items is offered to the assembled 
bidders one item at a time. The 
bidders then and there, as each 
item is called, submit written bids. 
The bids are collected immediately 
after the calling of each item, the 
highest bid determined, and an 
award announced immediately. Con- 
tracts are signed and full payment 
made on the spot. 


Timmer Named President 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Associated 
Truck Lines, inc. announce the election of 
Fred G. Timmer as president. Timmer has 
been executive vice-president for several 
years. Harold W. Usher has been elected a 
new director. 


Want to buy or sell new or used cars? 
Classified Want Ads (see inside back cover) 
will solve your problem. 
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Purdy Promoted 
To Head Dodge 


Truck Division 
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DETROIT. — Herman L. Wecie 


ler, president of Dodge, announce 
last week that L. J. Purdy has beeg 
elected director and vice-presiden 
in charge of trucks of the Dodg 
Bros. Corp. 


Purdy has been with Chéysle F 


Corp. more than 14 years, the 
seven of which he has been ger 
manager of the Dodge truck p 
From 1926 to 1931 he was vice 
president in charge of operatiomi 
for the Franklin Automoble Co. in 
Syracuse, N. Y., and president g 
Franklin Die Casting Co. 


Car Financing Off * 
24% in Canada 


MONTREAL.—The Dominion Bu-. 


reau of Statistics reports financin 
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of sales of new and used vehicles ~~ 


in Canada during February totale¢ 
1,742 units with a finance value.c 

$808,794, down 24 percent in number 
and 15 percent in amount of finan- 
cing from the 2,306 vehicles fi- 
nanced in February last year for 
$953,930. 

Included in the 1945 totals were 
183 new vehicles financed to the 
extent of $223,058. There were 
new vehicles financed in the first 
two months of the current year, 
compared with 267 in the corre 
sponding period a year ago. 


Youngblood Gets 
OPA Gas Post 


WASHINGTON. — Appointment 
of Richard A. Youngblood as chie 
of the gasoline rationing branch 
of OPA. was announced here las 
week. 


Youngblood succeeds Quentin W. 
Regestein, of Rye, N. Y., who has 
returned to Socony-Vacuum Oil Co. 
as division manager in charge of 
the New York City Division 


OPA to Check Records 


Of Tire Dealers 

WASHINGTON.—To check 
dealers’ prices for tires and ser- 
vices and inspect their records 
and postings, volunteer assist- 
ants of local rationing boards 
will visit tire and ‘tire repairing 
firms during the period from 
April 15-30 in a nationwide com- 
pliance survey for OPA. 

The survey follows the re- 
vision of the tire price regula- 
tion (Revised Maximum Price 
Regulation 528, effective March 
27) retaining all the previous 
posting and record-keeping re- 
quirements and adding some 
others. 





